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President’s Message 

 

 

Wow!  What a great month we had in May and June is shaping up 

to be busy driving as well.  I’m always really happy when I see the 

event reports and see how many members are joining into the fun 

and activities!  It seems like we have added several ‘pop up’ 

events that we didn’t foresee during our annual planning cycle.  

This is a good thing!!!  The more events, the more folks get 

driving their cars, doing something that interests them and 

members get to meet new people and form new relationships.  

This is all good!!!  Although we try to put a calendar together at 

the planning meeting, we all get new news on fun events 

throughout the driving season.  When this happens, it’s a simple process to let Jay or me know so we can be 

sure to crosscheck the schedule so we can get back to you quickly with an approval or not.  To the best of my 

knowledge we haven’t turned anything down yet, and unless there’s a significant conflict, I can’t see us getting 

in the way of any of your fun events. 

 

I’m also very happy to see a flurry of new members joining us now that the weather is better and our 

ambassadors (cars and members) are out having fun for all to see.  We love new members!!!  Welcome 

aboard!!!  I would like to ask our old (should probably say ‘existing’…can’t say mature with this crowd) 

members to be sure to reach out to our new friends when you see them at events.  Let’s make them feel welcome 

and included.  Thank you! 

 

So this month I’m going to include an event report into my monthly President’s letter.  Of course I’m talking 

about our 20th Anniversary Celebration over May 31st-June 1st weekend.   Well, first of all, I need to say a big 

thank you to Rosemary DeHoog for being such a great co-chair and supporting me with her help and patience.  

Without her help I’m sure we wouldn’t have had such a great time with our celebration.  Thank you sooooooo 

much, Rosemary. 

 

So to report on what went on…On Saturday each of the geographic regions (Rochester, Syracuse, and 

Binghamton) planned and executed really cool rides and venue stops along the way to Geneva with  most 

members arriving at the Ramada in plenty of time to rest and recover and prepare for the evening’s festivities. 

At 6:00p.m. Folks began arriving at the Geneva Country Club and filling up the parking lot with 41 awesome 

looking Miatas (check out the pictures on our website at midstatemiata.net).  Out of those 41 cars popped 76 

members in all their finest dressings.  Gosh, it was great to see all of you at registration and to meet some people 

I’ve never met before.  (Of course I encountered a little trouble recognizing some of you in your ‘good clothes’, 

but I figured it out eventually.)   After getting through registration, our guests were greeted by a spectacular 

magician who performed magic tricks and entertained us all during the cocktail hour and until we were called in 

for dinner.  Thank heavens the weather was perfect so we could utilize the patio and see some spectacular views 
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of the lake and sunset.  Speaking of dinner, it was delicious and plentiful portions!  I think it was definitely a 

great value for the price.  And the specialty cupcakes were a hit as well for dessert.  (We should have had ice 

cream but my brain missed that opportunity.) 

 

After dinner we held a fairly quick program to allow some of our founding members to share their thoughts and 

memories.  Thank you to Rosemary DeHoog, Tyler Wainwright and Bob Sabella.  We’re so thankful you got us 

started and were brave enough to stick with us for 20 years.  Hear, Hear to 20 more! 

 

During the program we did a drawing for many ‘raffle’ items supplied by Dennis Petrisak who owns 

Marketplace Mazda in Rochester as well as several items that were sent to us from Moss Motors.  Without 

Dennis’ generous support we would not have been able to give almost everyone a ‘take home’ gift.  It was a first 

event for Dennis and his wife Debbie and we hope to see them many times again.  They are fun and generous!  

 

Please remember to support our sponsors whenever you can. Well, the biggest surprise of the evening for me 

was when the DJ started to play music and guess what?  Our members can REALLY dance.  You could have 

blown me over with a feather!  Who knew?  I think I saw almost everyone cut at least one rug so I guess they 

had a good time.  About 10:30 we called it a night and went back to soak our feet and get some rest. 

 

Early Sunday morning we had 66 people join us for a breakfast buffet at the Ramada to give us strength to take 

on another day of driving and fun.  Again, the food was great and a good value.  Post breakfast we said our sad 

goodbyes and went our separate ways back toward home with another beautiful day of sunshine and driving. 

 

Before I forget, I want to thank Bob and Ronnie Sabella for toting hundreds of pounds of albums from the 1st 20 

years for us all to view, enjoy and remember.  That was a lot of work but greatly appreciated. 

I also need to thank June Goodreau for her creativity making our fascinating centerpieces for the tables.  It’s a 

good thing she doesn’t throw anything out (like maps) because she didn’t have to buy supplies to assemble 

them.  Everyone loved them and commented on their uniqueness. 

 

It was a very special weekend to celebrate with all those who could attend.  I really hope you all had a good 

time, and let’s not wait another 20 years to have a great party.  Please take some time and visit the website to 

look at the pictures from this event and many of this year and previous year’s events.  I’m so glad Lee was able 

to make this technology work for us.  It’s so much easier to share memories this way.  If you have pictures to 

share please send them to Lee on a disk or flash drive or let him know where you have a public share site. 

 

P.S.   Oops, I forgot some business in all that fun.  Event Coordinators must remember to have non-member 

passengers sign a Guest Disclaimer for liability purposes at each event.  The only folks covered by our 

corporation are the members themselves.  The form is on the website in the Business tab.  Please print some and 

carry them in your car so you have them as needed.  Area Reps should carry them as well just in case.  After the 

event, please pop them in an envelope and send them to me when you get a chance.  This is new but very 

important…Thanks. 

 

         Karen McKissock 
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Welcome New Members                    Deane Bergstrom  
 

 

                      
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

Joyce & Jack Loss   Canandaigua   2007 Gray  Steve Stewart 

 

Robert & Carol Denz   Greene    2003 LS Blue  Joe Lamphere 

 

Norm & Mary Button   Hallstead, PA  1999 10th Annv. Blue  Joe Lamphere 

 

Charlie & Sally Getchonis  Hamilton  2010 MX-5 Touring Red Karen Abbott 

 

Cort & Janet Martin   Endicott   2008 Green  Joe Lamphere 

 
Ice Cream Schedule 

 

Syracuse Area -  Karen Abbott and Miriam White 
 

Monthly: 2nd & 4th Thursdays @ 7:00pm 

July 10- Vicki’s Tasty Treat, 680 Old Liverpool Rd, Liverpool  

July 24- Sno Top, 315 Fayette St, Manlius 

August 14- William’s Farm & Ice Cream, 6545 Route 31, Cicero (corner of Whiting 

Rd) 

August 28- Plank Road Ice Cream, 449 So Main St, No Syracuse 

September 11- Kimberly’s Ice Cream, 8240 Cazenovia Rd, Manlius (inside Seating) 

September 25- Skan-Ellus Drive In Ice Cream, 1659 US Route 20 East, Skaneateles (inside seating) 

October 9- at 6:30 today Carvel Ice Cream, 4322 E Genesee St, Dewitt (inside seating-park in Tops Grocery lot) 

 

Rochester - Steve Stewart  
 

July 8/14 – Orbaker’s. 4793 Rte.104, Willianson, food in-house 

July 22/14 – Bruster’s, 1041 Ridge Rd., Webster, food at Bill Gray’s, 941 Hard Rd. 

August 12/14 – Abbotts, Rte.96, Bushnell’s Basin, food at Tom Wahl’s Hitching Post Plaza, Rte.96 

August 26/14 – Muir House, Water Front, Canandaigua, food at Charlie’s, Rte. 5&20 

September 9/14 – Papa Jacks, 261 W. Main St. (Rte.96), Victor, food at Papa Jacks Grill next door 

September 23/14 – Pultneyville Deli Co., Lake Rd. Webster, food in-house 

October 7/14 – Hanks, 235 North Ave. (Rte.250), Webster, food in-house 
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Southern Tier Ice Cream Schedule -  Joe Lamphere 
 

We still meet for ice cream on the first Monday of the month at Pop's Sugar Shack on Conklin Ave and on the 

following Wednesdays at 6:30: 

 

July 23/14, C & G Ice Cream Rt. 17 C – Across from Crestview Heights, Endicott, NY 

August 20/14, Yum Yum Ice Cream , 3017 Watson Blvd, Endwell, NY 13760 

September 17/14, Suzy-Q’s, 1110 Chenango Street, Hillcrest 13901 

October 15/14, Tastie Cream , 2021 Vestal Parkway W, Vestal, NY 13850 

 

July Events 
 

Friday July 4, Montrose PA 4th of July Parade 
Del Austin 

 

Parade through Historic Downtown Montrose to celebrate American Independence Day Every year, Montrose's 

big Fourth of July celebration draws people both from Pennsylvania and the Southern Tier and lots of other 

places as well: That's because it's earned a reputation for small town authenticity.  

 

It is a display of traditions often lost in the commercialization of the holiday. But go to Montrose and it's like 

stepping back in time and even out- of-state residents appreciate that the Montrose Fourth of July celebration is 

one of the best attended in the area.   

 

We will meet at the McDonalds in Montrose PA on Route PA 706 at 10:00 a.m.  The parade starts at 

11:00 a.m. so we would ask that you be there by 10:00 or as soon to that time as possible. The traffic will start 

to be heavy after ten. Anyone coming in from outside the area, breakfast will be served until 11:00 am at 

McDonalds 

 

I need to know if how many members are coming, and that we will be forming up near the McDonalds in 

Montrose, they have restroom, and breakfast. They have to be there before 10:15. The parade goes off at 11:00 

sharp. I need the car (for the parade people) and people count for the restaurant afterwards by June 27th. 

Any question they can reach me by e-mail (virdel2347@aol.com) or phone at 607-217-5794. 

 

From Binghamton area, you can reach Montrose in several ways: 

 

#1. From the Conklin area by going south on NY RT 7 to PA Rte. 29. About one mile past the Binghamton 

Player Golf Course, turn right following NY Rte. 7, do not take 7 A. Rte. 7 turns into PA, Rt. 29 at the NY, Pa 

state line. Follow it to Montrose! McDonalds is 1/2 mile past the intersection of Rte. 29 and Rte. 706, follow 

706. (Note there is now a new traffic light at that intersection). McDonalds is on your left. 

  

#2. From Interstate 81 south, get off at New Milford PA Exit (223) and at the ramp stop sign turn left, next 

stop sign turn left on RT 11. Follow RT11 south about a mile, PA 706 is on your right. If you go past the 

Summit Restaurant, you have gone too far. 706 is the right turn before the Summit. Follow PA 706 about 8 

miles to the intersection (new traffic light) of 706 and RT 29. In Montrose. Left at the light following RT 706, 

McDonalds on your left in one half mile! 

  

mailto:virdel2347@aol.com
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#3. From Vestal NY take NY RT 26 south to PA 706. At Lawton PA turn left on to PA 706 East. Follow 706 

East thru Montrose town to the McDonalds (on RT 706) is on your Right. 

  

SPECIAL NOTE: For any way into Montrose area THE ROADS ARE NOT IN THE BEST OF SHAPE 

NOW. HOPEFULLY BY PARADE TIME THEY WILL HAVE WORKED ON THE ROADS. These roads are 

travelled by large water and oil rig trucks. Northern PA is Fracking Country! Also at this time the new traffic 

light is not up and working, the intersection is controlled now by stop signs. It should be functioning by parade 

time. 

 

Sunday, July 13, Genesee Country Village & Museum 

Jerry & Linda Willis     
 

There are 68 historical buildings in a village setting plus an art gallery. 

 

At 9:00 a.m. we will meet at Camillus Commons on rte-5 Camillus 

behind the Hess gas station (some food, coffee, restrooms available). In 

order to get a group discount one payment has to be turned in to Genesee 

Village Museum so we will collect money at start time. Each person pays 

$16.50 adult, $13.50 

sr. (62), vets free with 

proof. $2 off if 20 

people. Please have 

correct change. 

 

The drive will start 

promptly at 9:30 with one or two pit stops plus other-

Miata hook-ups we should arrive at Genesee Village 

Museum about 12:15 for lunch on your own.   

 

The Village Museum closes at 4 pm. so time will be a 

challenge! The caravan trip will follow rte-5 west to 

Caledonia except a back-road bypass around auburn to 

save some traffic light hold ups. 

 

There are two places to eat lunch within the Village (hot and cold 

sandwiches, salads, ice cream, beer and other non-alcoholic 

drinks). 

 

It will be a rain or shine event so bring umbrellas or rain gear. A 

trolley makes routine stops around the village also. Jerry will need 

a head count by June 30 so please let reps know so can be passed 

to Jerry and Linda Willis. 
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Sunday July 27th, Lake Ontario Lighthouse Trail Tour 

Karen McKissock 
 

The shores of Lake Ontario hold many interesting treasures including a 

number of lighthouses.  We will sample a few of them during our ride 

and break for lunch just east of Oswego at Jimmy James BBQ 

restaurant.  (A separate registration with menu choices will be sent out 

in early June.  This will be a rain or shine event and will require pre-

payment). 

 

We will gather at 8:45AM at the Parkview Lodge in Webster Park 

(at the north end of Holt Road and Lake Road) and will leave 

promptly at 9:00AM.   

 

We will travel along the lake to the Sodus Point Lighthouse and 

Museum and will then proceed to the Oswego Lighthouse for a peak at its beautiful view out in the lake.  

 

 It’s a short ride to Jimmy James BBQ which has a wide variety of items on the menu.  We’ll leave there to 

proceed up to Cape Vincent for a spectacular view from Tibbett’s Point Lighthouse.  It will likely be after 

4:00PM before we leave here. 

 

On the way back we will 

stop for ice cream and get 

the ‘southerners’ back to 

Rt. 81 for a quicker ride 

home.   

 

Others can follow us back 

to Syracuse and Rochester 

via the same route along the lake or feel free to invent your own 

ride back. 

 

This will be a long day for anyone in the Binghamton area so I’ve checked with the Microtel in Victor (585-924-

9240) and they have the best rates for a reasonable hotel ($89.00).  There are places in Webster but are either 

very expensive or yucky.  

 

It’s about a 15 minute ride from there to the starting location in the park. There is a $4.00 per person fee (or 

$3.00 if more than 10 people) for the Sodus Point Lighthouse. To register, go to Jimmie James website and look 

over their menu. http://www.jimmiejamesbbq.com/menu.html 

When you notify your Area Rep if you are going, please let them know if you are staying overnight at the 

Microtel and what your menu choices are.  We will call them in ahead for speedy service.  Everyone will pay 

individually when they get there. Feel free to contact Karen McKissock with any questions (585) 820-6010. 

 

 

 

 

 

Sodus Point 

Tibbet’s Point 

Oswego 

http://www.jimmiejamesbbq.com/menu.html
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June Event Reports 

 
Marcellus Old Home Days Parade                                      Chuck & Mary Jo Paul 
 

A  WHOLE LOTTA MIATA Saturday, June 7th was an historic date in the quiet village of Marcellus as 43 

(no that is not a misprint) Miatas descended two by two down the hill into the hordes (that may be a slight 

exaggeration) of onlookers lining the village streets.   This was the largest gathering in the club’s history and 

amazed all who watched.  Following the parade we rested in beautiful Marcellus Park while some dined on 

sausage sandwiches or chicken dinners.  Then it was off on a scenic drive which included the infamous “13 

curves” and other roads with great views and lots of hills and curves.  Amazingly for a ride this size everyone 

made it to the end which was “Sweetie’s” in Lafayette where we enjoyed pie and or ice cream before departing 

for home.  As promised, since the number of cars in the parade exceeded 25 the “treats” were on us and we were 

happy to oblige.   We are amazed at the growth of this annual event and thank all who participated.  How many 

next year?  

 

(No)  Moon Over Miatas Evening Run 

Gail Wagner & Steve Wilson 
 

Despite 50 chilly degrees and cloudy skies, intrepid Club members from 

both north and south regions joined me and Steve at the Glenwood Pines 

Restaurant on Cayuga Lake near Ithaca 

for a casual supper and good company at 

7:30pm.   

 

We originally expected 18 cars and 36 

folks! But considering the less than ideal 

weather, we had some participant “melt” 

to a total of about 30 members and 15 cars which worked out perfectly as we 

all fit into the private dining room set up for us. (They probably heard what a 

rowdy bunch we are and decided to isolate us!). Due to cloudy absence of the 

real thing, Gail provided a “moon” on the ceiling with her LCD penlight that got some laughs. (It’s called 

making lemonade out of lemons, right? And besides, it wasn’t raining!) 

 

After dinner, the skies clearing a bit, we continued north on Route 89 

heading into a beautiful crimson and gold sunset to Cayuga Lake Creamery 

for ice cream made-on-the-premises/voted best ice cream stand in New 

York State. Bellies full, hugs, handshakes all around and well-wishes, we 

departed for home, tops-down as the weather had actually warmed a bit and 

the clouds had parted to a reveal a starry sky (but no moon!).  Better luck 

another year. 

 

p.s. On the way home several of us stopped at Taughannock Park lookout to 

view the falls at night.  We knew we were in trouble when the park police 

patrol car with the big spotlight drove into the parking lot and kicked us “kids” out.  Yes, we are a rowdy bunch. 
 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated, had fun, good food and made my first sponsored event a success!     
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Eurocar 2014                                       Dennis Bromley 

 
On Father's Day, the MG Car Club sponsored a car show 

called Eurocar. Our Miata Club members were invited guests 

for the event. Special field parking was set aside for the Miata 

cars, and 20 very shiny Miatas (and their pilots) took up the 

invitation to attend as show guests. There were also quite a 

few non-member Miatas in attendance and Bob Sabella put a 

club application in each one. 

 

The Eurocar Show.....was an overwhelming success! The 

judging field was filled with 261 European beauties 

(maximum), both motorcycles and autos. The number of cars 

on the judging field, and the number of spectators were both 

the biggest in the show's 13 year history.  Food, provided by 

Limp Lizard BBQ was outstanding, and "K"'s ice cream was a wonderful source for cold, creamy ice cream 

sandwiches. 

 

MG's were not the only cars in attendance...Triumphs, Jaguars, DeLoreans, BMW's, Mini Coopers, Bugattis, 

Allards, Morgans, Ferrari, Maserati, Fiat, and way too many other auto monikers were there for spectator 

enjoyment.  

 

The MG Car Club was delighted that the Miata Club attendance was so strong, and voiced the hope that their 

guest attendance would continue for years to come....the reason both clubs exist is to celebrate open top 

roadsters and to recognize the folks who love their cars. 

 

As a member of both the Miata Club and the MG Car Club, it was a wonderful experience and I hope it can 

become a yearly event.  For those who attended....THANK YOU for spending Father's Day at Lorenzo 

celebrating the magic that is roadsters, with the MG Car Club!!!!  

 

Upcoming Events 
 

December 7, 2014!!!!!!  We will celebrate our Midstate Miata 

Holiday Party at the Springside Inn, 6141 W. Lake 

Rd, Auburn, NY   www.springsideinn.com.   

 

We will be provided   with a fabulous brunch and time 

together for bringing in the Christmas season 2014.  We have 

room for 100 and I hope that we reach this number.  More 

information will follow soon. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.springsideinn.com/
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Veteran’s Home Car Show                        Jim Lamb 
 

Jim Lamb is the club focal point for this event. He may be reached at 607-723-6931 or by e-mail at 

jimlsr@stny.rr.com if you have any questions or want to participate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TECHNICAL TIPS – “WENCH WITH A WRENCH”        Gail Wagner 

 

Put Some “Spark” Back Into Your Life – 

Change Your Spark Plugs and Spark Plug Wires ! 

(What were you thinking????) 

 
You’ve already impressed your neighbors changing your oil 

and filter in the driveway, now how about tackling changing 

your spark plugs and, if applicable to your model, the spark 

plugs wires?  It’s not that hard, doesn’t take that long, you’ll 

know exactly what you’ve got under the hood, not to mention a 

nice feeling of accomplishment and the reward of a cold beer 

(or alcoholic substitute) after you’re done.   

 

Hey, if I can do it anyone can – see picture. 

 

mailto:jimlsr@stny.rr.com
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A Little Background - Spark Plugs & Spark Plug/Ignition Wires 101: 

Although many of Miata manuals (my NC 2006, anyway) suggest 100,000 miles, most Miata/MX-5 aficionados 

recommend spark plugs and plug wire changes every 30,000 miles. It doesn’t cost that much and it’s a good 

thing for your engine. 

 

 Spark Plug/Ignition Wires: Basically, plug wires are cables that conduct electrical pulses from the 

distributor cap to the spark plug.  Plug wires are pretty durable since they aren’t a moving part so they 

don’t wear out often. However, the jackets may be damaged from the outside by abrasion caused by 

engine vibration (particularly at the plug-end boots), a hot engine compartment, spilled fluids or battery 

acid, multiple disconnections and reconnections for service or may even provide a delicious meal for a 

family of nesting rodents during winter storage. You want the insulation undamaged because it keeps the 

electricity where it needs to be so it can spark on the inside of your engine, not someplace else before it 

gets there! If the insulation is cracked or otherwise compromised, the spark will jump, or arc, off the 

wire on to something metal under the hood. This will make your car run rough, may trigger your “check 

engine” light, can affect gas mileage and can cause unburned fuel to enter into the exhaust system where 

it can damage your expensive catalytic converter. Wires can wear out as soon as 20K but generally 

around 40K as the insulation will eventually break down. A good time to change your plug wires 

(inspect ‘em whenever you check your oil level) is when you change your spark plugs. Prices run the 

gamut but better to buy a good brand name such as NGK which is Mazda OEM specified equipment. 

 

 A caveat here:  later model Miatas/MX-5’s do not have plug wires and a distributor (go take a look 

 under the engine cover) but have cute, little individual coil packs above each spark plug that do not need 

 to be replaced with the spark plugs each time. More about that later. 

 

 Spark Plugs: What the heck is a spark plug anyway?  Very basically, it’s a high voltage bridge for 

electricity. It delivers current from the ignition system to a combustion chamber of an engine to ignite a 

compressed fuel/air mixture to start your engine.  Electricity crosses the “bridge”, which is actually a gap 

from the very end of the center electrode to the ground electrode (the two contact points) inside your 

engine. The plug is composed of a metal threaded shell isolated from a central electrode by the familiar 

white porcelain insulator. The ground electrode is made of various metal options. 

 

 Let’s just say you get what you pay for here. High-end plugs made from iridium, a member of the 

platinum family, will cost more, but they’ll deliver better electrical conductivity and spark. My girl 

wears NKG iridiums which are the Mazda OEM for my model year, 2006. Warning: these can range 

from $9 to $17 each depending on how good of an Internet shopper you are.  Size matters! Check your 

owner’s manual as your plugs need to be of a specific type for your engine. 

 

Let’s Get Down and Dirty: 

 

Recommended things you’ll need: 

 

 Metric socket set 

 Torque wrench 

 5/8” spark plug socket (specialized socket to grip the spark plug to remove or install a new one) 

 4 new spark plugs (check your owner’s manual, friendly NAPA store, Internet or Mazda dealer) 

 4 spark plug wires (ditto above), if applicable to your model 

 Dielectric tune-up silicone compound to ease future removal of the plug wire (if applicable)  

 Anti-seize lubricant for the spark plug end to prevent “cold fusing” of plug to aluminum engine head 

 Disposable rags 
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 Latex mechanic’s gloves to protect your hands (buy a box; they’re really handy for all sorts of uses), 

eye protection and protective clothing or overalls, if desired. I have mechanic’s overalls with my name 

embroidered on them. Cool factor is worth 50% especially if the neighbors are peeking out their window 

watching you.   

 Note: a spark plug gapping tool is probably no longer necessary as spark plugs are all pre-gapped these 

days but if you have one, you can check the plug gap just to be sure.  

 

Rule #1:  Make sure your engine is cold and I mean at least sitting 3-4 hours after use or dead cold first thing in 

the morning. 

 

Rule #2: It’s highly recommended if you have plug wires to unplug one wire, remove it and its accompanying 

spark plug one at a time so you can keep the specified order from distributor cap to spark plug or in absence of 

wires, the same applies to spark plugs and coil packs….do one at a time.  It just makes things neater and easier 

and lessens mistakes, in my opinion. (Or, you can take some clothes pins and mark them with spark plug 

numbers although one at a time is safer) Ed. 

 

Now Let’s Get Busy: 

 

1. Remove the plastic engine cover on top of the spark plugs, if applicable. It just pops off. You will see the four 

coil packs on top of each spark plug or 4 spark plug wires coming out of the engine leading to the distributor 

cap. 

 

2. If you have them, start by gently pulling and easing only one spark plug wire off as closely to the bottom as 

possible by the boot. Do not pull by the wire itself. Remove only one wire from the distributor and the spark 

plug. It’s very important that the new replacement wire must go exactly in the same place as the old wire you 

have removed. 

 a. You’ll notice that your new wire set has five wires – one for each plug and a fifth wire that is a high 

 tension lead that plugs from the distributor to the coil. 

 

3. If you have plug coil packs instead of wires, unbolt the top small bolt and carefully unplug one coil pack and 

lay it back out of the way of the spark plug. 

 

4. Take the spark plug socket, snap into a socket extension and carefully remove the spark plug. Use the 

extension bar and ratchet to slowly remove the plug from the cylinder. Do not use excessive force. Consider 

spraying a generous amount of penetrating oil (not WD-40) in the spark plug well and try again. Better slow and 

careful than sorry later. 

 

5. Be careful not to allow any debris to fall into the cylinder head when your plug is removed. If you have an air 

compressor, blow it out just to make sure. 

 

6. Inspect the plug.  If it looks particularly blackened, bent, broken, or white, limey-looking build up, evidence 

of burning, etc. you may have a mechanical problem with your engine. If so, keep all of the old plugs and have a 

chat with your friendly mechanic as soon as possible. There’s all sorts of plug condition charts on the Internet if 

you really want to know. 

 

7. No need to check plug gap as these days plugs are all pre-gapped now but if you have a spark plug gapper or 

feeler gauge from days gone by, by all means, double check the gap tolerance which is listed in your owner’s 

manual if it makes you feel better.  Probably doesn’t hurt to check. 
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8.  Paint a small amount of anti-seize lubricant on the threads of the new plug to allow for easier removal in the 

future and prevent a reaction between the dissimilar metals of the plug and the aluminum engine. Plug 

manufacturers say their plugs are “pre-lubed” but using anti-seize will ensure the plugs will come out easily next 

time. I don’t trust anybody! 

 

9. Place the new plug in the spark plug socket and attached to a short extension.  I do this so I can hand-tighten 

the plug CAREFULLY into the spark plug well before I ratchet and torque to spec. Carefully align the plug 

straight down into the well so the threads will tighten correctly. If you encounter any resistance as you tighten, 

stop, reverse, and start again. I’m very serious here about carefully and slowly hand-installing the plugs.  If you 

cross-thread during installation you will have a big, big, big ($$$$$) problem.  This is the scariest part of the 

operation but relax and take your time.  

 

10.  Once the spark plug is fully seated and hand-tightened, use the torque wrench to tighten the plug to factory 

spec. which is 8-10 ft. lbs. You can also get the torque spec by purchasing a factory manual or by calling your 

local Mazda dealer service department and asking about your specific model and year. 

 

11.  If you have plug wires, spray a bit of dielectric grease into the boot of the plug and place firmly back on the 

top of the spark plug and the other end into the distributor cap and install. You’ll feel a “click” type feeling 

which should indicate the wire has fully engaged with the spark plug head. Be sure to place each wire you 

replace in the same place as the old wire from the plug to the distributor or you’re in for some trouble. 

 

12.  If you have coil packs, plug the pack back in and tighten the top bolt.  

 

13.  Repeat the above with each spark plug, wire or coil pack one at a time. 

 a. If you have wires, remove the old high tension lead from the distributor to the coil and replace with 

 the new fifth high tension wire. 

 

14.  Replace the engine cover, if applicable, and start ‘er up.  You should hear “motor honey”.  

 

15.  Go have a beer, toast Gail and her instructions and enjoy a good sense of accomplishment. 

 

Gail 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 
Please note these tips are not reviewed or approved by the Mazda Motor Corporation or any other 

corporation or entity other than the originator. The Midstate Miata Club of NY does not accept any 

liability for damage or injury as a result of utilizing these tips and pointers. Please use common sense 

and always remember safety first! 
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Midstate Miata Club Sponsors 
 

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club members 

so pay them a visit!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club Officers for 2014 
 

President: Karen McKissock                                             Vice President and Activities Chairperson: Jay Cartini 

                                Communications Manager and Newsletter Editor: Deane Bergstrom  

      Treasurer: Ronnie Sabella                                                              Membership & History: Bob Sabella 

Secretary: Miriam White 

 


