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President’s Message 
 

Well, here we are in the last official newsletter of the 2013 

season.  Gosh it’s been a busy year!!  At last count there were 

about 23 events on the club calendar, several ‘local’ events and 

many, many (but never enough) ice cream nights.  That’s pretty 

good for 7 months and I think we only cancelled 1 event this year. 

And we have 1 more club event to cap off another good year with 

our cars and our friends.    Which leads me into a reminder to be 

sure you register for the Holiday Party being held on December 

8th.    There is a deadline of November 7th to have your money 

into Moe (Maureen) Young.  You will find the form at the end of 

this newsletter.  We have over 40 registered already but we know lots of folks wait until the last minute.  The 

last minute is firmly Nov. 7th.  Be there or be square (as we used to say). 

 

I want to thank all the members who have worked so hard to make this a great driving season.  I can see lots of 

new friendships evolving and more idea sharing than ever and know there’s more to come. You’re the best! 

Next, I’d like to welcome Marcy Edmiston and her Mazda dealership as a new sponsor member!  They have a 

beautiful showroom, trained techs and great sales people so I hope you will find your way to them on West 

Ridge Road in Rochester.  Welcome aboard. 

 

 I’d like to report on the results of the first 20th Anniversary Celebration committee meeting.  We had 15 people 

(including 3 charter members) meet in Syracuse last Saturday to begin brainstorming what we wanted to do for 

our anniversary.  Wow!  That’s a great start in itself!  After reminiscing about how the club got started 

(originally in Binghamton) we shared LOTS of ideas on possible things to do…too many to describe right now, 

but hold onto that thought.   

 

We all landed on a scheme for a 2 day special celebration 

which would end up in Geneva as ‘home base’ on 

Saturday afternoon where we will meet for cocktails, hors 

d’oeurves, dinner, a recognition program, and some 

music.  However, let’s start at the beginning …Saturday 

will start out in each geographic area with 2-3 ‘venues’ 

that will ultimately head in the direction of the Geneva 

area for the joint festivities in the evening.   

 

On Sunday morning we will all share in a 

breakfast/brunch before heading out to another menu of 

options that would fill the day and position us for the 

homeward bound trip.  However, the idea will be that 
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members can pick and choose from each area’s events as they see fit.  We will have to register for each event so 

the coordinators know how to plan, but if someone from Rochester wants to participate in an event in the 

Syracuse area and can get to the starting location, that’s a go.  Likewise if someone from Binghamton wants to 

let’s say, go to Sonnenburg in Canandaigua if that’s an event, they can.  They just have to be where the ride 

begins at the designated time.   

 

Sounds a bit confusing without the final details in place, but we have 3 great sub-committees working out more 

information to have available by the Holiday Party.  We are working to block rooms and put together a package 

for dinner and breakfast that we hope will be affordable for all.  We hope to offer something for everyone to 

help bring more members together and generate enthusiasm for the rest of next season.  So please  

 

SAVE THE DATES: SATURDAY MAY 31ST AND SUNDAY JUNE 1ST 

 

After we see what event locations are used for the celebration, we can take the rest of the list to the annual 

planning meeting as a starter list for next season.  There was also some conversation that maybe we want to 

have next year be a ‘retro’ year where we repeat some of the older events we haven’t done in some time.  Keep 

it in mind and we’ll see where that goes when we meet next. 

 

So, in closing this month’s article, I’d like to thank the members who attended the meeting to help get a plan in 

place.  I hope this will allow members to block their calendars (and save their money) in order to participate.  I 

look forward to working with all of them.   

 

Here’s hoping I see you all at the Holiday Party.  Please remember you can feel free to contact me anytime with 

ideas, questions, and complaints or with a joke (thanks, Harry). 

 

                                                                                                                  Karen McKissock 

 

Miatatude                                                                                         Jay Cartini 

So I wake up this morning and look outside to see the sun shining, the sky is blue, not a cloud to be 

seen.........and as an added bonus, the top is already down on the Miata!  There was just one problem, it was only 

41 degrees out.  OK, so a little (alright a lot) chilly, but I couldn't resist.  So on goes the winter jacket, beany 

cap, gloves, and off I go.  Sometimes I almost forget how enjoyable the car can be, that's why it's so important to 

get these little trips in before the dreaded winter season arrives.  I know that the days are numbered and any day 

after November 1st is really pushing the envelope (as far as Bob's concerned it should be any day after October 

1st), but there are times that we just have to throw caution to the wind and take just one last ride. 

Here's an update on the CNYRP (the race track being built in Brewerton).  Things don't appear to be progressing 

at the site itself to quickly, but I've been told by people on the "inside" that things are progressing very well 

behind the scenes.  It looks like the track should be open sometime in 2014.......So for all you closet race car 

drivers, we'll have a local track that's very interested in working with the local car club community.  So 

everyone should be looking forward to that. 

As the year comes to a close I would like to thank all of the people that have helped make the club an 

overwhelming success again this year.  If it weren't for you, the members, we would'nt be the envy of all other 

car clubs in the area.  So start preparing for next year, what you would like to do, what you would like to see the 

club do.  It will be our 20th year, so let’s make it a memorable one. 
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Welcome New Members                              Deane Bergstrom  
 

 

                      
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

  

Dave Schellhase & Sue Dean  Canastota  02 Green  Karen Abbott 

 

 Christen E. & Bob H. Groeling Bloomfield  92 Red   Steve Stewart 

 

 Rene & Melissa Sylvester  Ithaca   96 Blue  Joe Lamphere 

 

 Bill Flint (Returning Member) Canastota  03 Blue  Denise Wargo 

 

MMC Sponsors 
 

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club members 

so pay them a visit!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marcy Edmiston 

4692 Ridge Road West 

Spencerport, NY 14559 

Phone: 585-352-5995 

E-mail: medmiston@mazdaofwestridge.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:medmiston@mazdaofwestridge.com
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Marketplace Mazda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Event Reports 
 

Magnus Ridge Winery Run & Lunch                                               Miriam White 

 

Sometimes the weather gods look down 

on Miata owners and decide that the rain 

must stop! So it did long enough for the 

MMC Miatas could gather and drive 

down Seneca Lake to the Magnus Ridge 

Winery. Sandy and Matt Downey’s newer 

winery was ready and waiting for us to 

discover their great wines, food, gift shop 

and their hospitality.  After tasting wines 

with complimentary cheese in a private 

tasting room, lunch was served in their 

café.  Their gift shop was filled with 

many tempting foods and wine related 

gift items.  Then, on to the Dr. Frank 

Konstantin winery lower on the lake to 

meet up with the Massachusetts Miata 

Club. After introducing ourselves we 

jumped into our cars for a drive down, 
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around and up the east of the lake, then over hill and some curvy roads between the lakes before arriving in 

Geneva.  The Massachusetts Miata Club sends its thanks for our friendliness, fun drive and fun people!   

 

Fall Foliage Drive                                                              Lou & Carol Trelease 
  

16 Miatas, their drivers & passengers met at the Big M parking lot in Windsor.  Two came from the Rochester 

area, two from Ithaca, one from Syracuse, one from Cortland and the rest from our local Southern Tier area.  

The morning was bright and sunny, surprisingly NO FOG.  Even more surprising, as we were looking up to 

admire the brilliant blue sky, we spotted an eagle flying overhead—a good omen for the drive for sure! 

Leaving from Windsor, the first part of the drive was along country back roads at a relaxed pace.  This gave 

people time to enjoy the scenic views of ponds, rivers, farms, cows grazing, corn growing, and vistas into the 

valleys from the hill tops, all with a backdrop of the leaves. 

 

A leisurely lunch was enjoyed at Fred’s Inn on Route 12 north of Oxford.  Afterwards we took off for a more 

spirited drive along Route 220 from Oxford to McDonough and Smithville Flats.  This stretch of road has lots 

of the curves and ups and downs that Miatas and their drivers like.  Ending in Whitney Point, we drove to the 

overlook high above the Whitney Point reservoir for a final scenic view.  Still not a cloud in the sky, we 

couldn’t have asked for a nicer day!  Here we all said goodbye before everyone went their separate ways home. 

Thanks to all who participated to make this a fun day. 

 

September Event Report 

 

Ithaca “Tail of the Puppy” Run                                                       Gail Wagner 
 

Organized by Club member Steve Ungberg 

of Ithaca, 6 intrepid Miata owners and one 

Triumph TR6 set off on September 28th at 

8:15a.m. for a chilly, sunny, top-down 

exhilarating drive through Ithaca’s twisty 

beautiful Route 327 to Schuyler Route 6 to 

destination Watkins Glen for hot coffee, 

breakfast, some tech talk, and many laughs.   

The drive was a collection of turns, sweeping 

valley vistas and fall foliage that we all 

enjoyed.  Many thanks to non-member Mike 

Mangini for leading us on this incredibly fun 

drive.  After breakfast, I and Steve Wilson 

lead the group on several laps around the 

original Watkins Glen race course around the 

Village.  New Miata friends were made and 

hopefully we encouraged some of the non-members to join our Miata Club.  

 

Punkin Chunkin Run                                                                        Harry Frisbie 
  

When I retired eight years ago, I started my “bucket list."  Ever since 1990 I wanted a Miata, but as a busy 

Husband and father of four, I couldn't justify the purchase of a two-seat sports car for a family of six.  So I 

settled for building a '36 Studebaker convertible with Chevy 406 engine, 400 turbo transmission, and a 3:55 
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Camaro rear axle.  Hey, at least it had seating for five, and went like hell in a straight line!  But that was the 

problem, It handled curves like a one legged paper-hanger. Will just have to wait for the empty nest syndrome to 

kick in before I get my Miata. 

  

In 2009, I finally found my dream car, a copper red Gran Touring with all the bells and whistles.  It was brand 

new, and I could finally get to see how this baby would perform on the twists and turns. I have never been able 

to wipe the smile off my face, and my face muscles ache every time I drive “Smiley." 

  

I enjoyed track time at Watkins Glen and happened to hear about July's event at Pocono, held by the Del-Val 

Miata Club.  That is how I met Jeff Jury, JC, Don Warren, Jim Rostek, and Denise Balsama.  Each and every 

person I met at that gathering, was like family, as if I had known them for a lifetime.  So, I kept in touch with 

the above named individuals, and found that they, like me, love to drive their Miata's or MX-5's at the least little 

excuse.   

  

I live on the N.Y. - PA border, just south of Binghamton, N.Y. in a little town of Conklin.  I have the advantage 

of being a member of Del-Val Club, and member of the Mid-state Miata Club of N.Y., which means I get to 

participate in a whole bunch of Runs!  I spotted the Punkin Chunkin Run in the Roadster Review, and figured 

this had to be a blast, since I love pumpkin bread and pie.   

  

I contacted Denise for info I needed to hand out to Mid-state members whom might be interested in attending 

this event.  All I got out of some members was it is toooooooo faaaaaaaaar awaaaaaaaaay!  Boy, did they miss 

out!   

  

Del Austin, my buddy, who is also a MX-5 owner, said he would tag along with my wife Mary and me, so we 

left at 7:10 from the NY Penn border and arrived at 8:30 in the McDonald's parking lot.  While eating, we met 

Skip, Brian, Carole, and Sally, who just pulled in for a bite to eat as well. 

  

By 9:45, fifteen Miata's were lined up in a row, just waiting for their owners to head'em up and move'em out.  

Madam President introduced us all, and then pulled out a tray full of her home-made pumpkin bread.  Oh my 

gawd, what a treat to start out the day!!!!!  I know it was the best bread I ever had, and from the disappearing 

slices, I wasn't the only one who thought so.   

  

Denise handed out the route sheets, and explained how this run was going to be brisk running for the most part, 

and she was spot on, keeping the train of Miata's moving ahead and in line.  I don't know where we were, and 

didn't care, because the top was down, the sun was up, we're moving at a good clip thru rolling hills and dale, 

more curves than the Radio City Hall Rockette's put together................life is good......Spectacular fall 

colors...........and I CAN'T GET THE SMILE OFF MY FACE!!!!!!!!!!! 

  

I have to give credit to where credit is due...........Denise put together one helluva run, and I've been to many, and 

they don't compare to the Punkin Chunkin Run.  She kept us all together in a timely fashion, she kept us moving 

briskly thru the N.J. mountains and found the most exciting curving, twisting roads to enjoy on such a splendid 

beautiful day.  She is definitely my run HERO for this season, and I've been on plenty of runs this year.  

  

Who can imagine what distance a pumpkin can fly thru the air..............would you believe 150ft, 650ft, 950ft, 

1100ft, 1680ft, or a record of 2700ft?  Those punkin's were flying so high, and so fast, that it was difficult to see 

some of them until you saw the splat out in the outer reaches of the field! 

  

During the lunch break, we had our choice of several food vendor's, with arts and craft tents spread around to 

enjoy.  My wife found the band (she loves to dance), and they sounded good, playing 60's, 70's and 80's music.   
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For those who couldn't make this Run, you sure missed out on an opportunity to experience the joy of 

fellowship, pumpkin bread, flying pumpkins, dancing, eating, and gaining a face frozen in a permanent smile 

from all of the curvy, twisting roads of the N.J. mountain region on a beautiful sunny, colorful autumn day. 

 

 

TECHNICAL   TIPS – “WENCH WITH A WRENCH”                        Gail Wagner 
 

Hi, Fellow Miata Folks, 

 

I’m offering a brief, practical overview about choosing and selecting tires.  I hope you enjoy.  This will be my 

last column until spring.  Please email me (gwagner@ithaca.edu) if you 

have any comments or suggestions for future columns. And, by the 

way, per the above picture, I really don’t use a pipe wrench to work on 

my car.  Nice prop though, huh? 

 

Tires 101 – They’re Just Not Those Round Black Things 

 

Part 1: Choosing the Right Tire 

 

Selecting the right tires for your Miata is an important and expensive 

decision.  Your safety, handling, comfort, noise level, mileage, tire 

wear and cost will be determined by the tires you choose with a balance of those characteristics. Check your 

Miata’s OEM (Original Equipment Manufacturer) inside door sticker or owner’s manual for the recommended 

size tire for the year and model of your Miata. This sticker will also recommend tire air pressure, an important 

thing to know. 

 

Consider your needs and driving uses and find a trusted source or store to research and/or recommend the type 

of tire you need. A good salesperson will ask pertinent questions and consider tread life, ride comfort, handling 

and driving conditions (summertime in our case!) to help determine which tire is right for you. (Just a personal 

suggestion: I’m a big fan of The Tire Rack since the 1970’s, a huge national on-line tire and wheel seller 

(www.tirerack.com). You can shop by typing in your Miata year and model and it will spit out plenty of tire 

suggestions, actual owner’s reviews and information or call their 800- number for a tire consultant who will 

help if you are unsure. If you purchase, tires are delivered via UPS to your home and their prices are good even 

with shipping charges.) (As an official old geezer I am more interested in a comfortable ride and quiet rather 

than performance and handling capabilities. After trying at least two or three brands over the years I finally 

settled on General Tires. They are quiet and smooth riding – Ed.) 

 

Here’s a few things to think about when shopping for new tires whether it’s one or four: 

 

Just one tire or a pair of tires? – If you just need to replace one tire, select the same brand, model, size and 

speed rating, if possible.  Try to match what’s already on your car. All four tires should be as identical as 

possible or it will affect steering control and handling. Incidentally, if just two of your tires are worn faster than 

the others, have your Miata checked for wheel alignment, tire balance, lack of tire rotation or loose parts. 

 

Summer tires or all-seasons? Do you only drive on sunny days or occasionally in rain and need wet traction?  

Are you looking for high performance handling or just a comfortable ride?  If you are pondering “summer” or 

“all-season” tires, there is a difference. Summer tires have great grip and handling characteristics but tend to 

mailto:gwagner@ithaca.edu
http://www.tirerack.com/


Page 8 88 

wear out faster and offer a harsher ride than all-seasons. All-seasons not give the precision handling, stopping 

and higher speed rating of a summer performance tire but on the plus side they do last longer, are generally less 

noisy and produce a smoother ride. They also have a “lower rolling resistance” (refers to how much the tire 

resists rolling) so there’s an added benefit of higher gas mileage.  And, of course, all-seasons are adequate on ice 

and snow whereas summer tires are downright dangerous but we really don’t care about that, do we? 

 

Tire Size and Reading Sidewall Markings – Besides the tire brand and model, there’s lots of interesting 

information stamped right on the sidewalls of your tires such as the size and ratings. Take a look.  There’s a lot 

more info on each tire but here’s the basics: 

 
Example: 225/50R 16  91S  

 225 = “section width” – in this case, 225mm across the widest point of the tire 

 50 = “profile or aspect ratio” – the sidewall height is 50% of its section width. The higher the number, the taller 

 the sidewall. The lower the number, the lower the sidewall (i.e., a “lower profile tire”) 

 R= radial construction (does anyone remember the old pre-radial “bias ply” or will admit it?) 

 16 = tire and wheel diameter in inches, matched together 

 91 S – Load index number and speed rating letter (see below) 

 

Again, be sure all tires are the same size and speed rating if you’re buying only one or two.  Note: While plus-

sizing your tires (and maybe your wheels) to a larger size diameter than the OEM recommendation may improve 

performance, handling and appearance, large changes can alter the accuracy of your odometer and speedometer, 

the effectiveness of the anti-lock braking system (ABS), traction control and vehicle stability system. Check 

with your salesperson before plus-sizing. 

 

Load Index – This is a tire’s requirement to be able to carry the weight of your vehicle.  An assigned numerical 

value is used to compare relative load carrying capabilities. The higher the tire’s load index number, the greater 

the load carrying capacity. In the example above, 91 index carries a load of 1,356 lbs. per tire. You can find 

vehicle load index charts on the Internet. Your Miata’s load capacity is listed on the inside door sticker or 

owner’s manual. 

 

Speed rating is more than just the need for speed – Make sure all your tires have the same speed rating.  

Speed ratings make a difference in maximum tire speed but also ride comfort, wear and cornering ability. The 

higher the speed rating, the better the road grip and stopping power but the lower the tread life and harsher ride 

due to the softer tire compound. Do you really need a tire that’s rated for over 150 mph?  Didn’t think so.  

Unless you are seeking out “high performance” tires that are rated for ultimate handling (i.e., V=up to 149 mph; 

Z=149+ mph), an “H-rating” is good for 130 mph.  The “S” rating in the above example is 112 mph.   I confess 

I’ve gotten up to 100 mph on my summer high performance Z’s but don’t tell my husband.   I’m obviously not 

recommending it.  

 

Tread life considerations - Check the tire’s D.O.T. (U.S.Government’s Department of Transportation) required 

UTQG (Uniform Tire Quality Grading) rating for the tire’s mileage life expectancy. 100 is the baseline grade.  

A tire with a 200 rating theoretically lasts twice as long as the 100-rated.  High performance / higher speed-rated 

tires are a made with a softer rubber compound and have a shorter tread life. More on that below. 

 

Wet weather requirements – Yup.  We certainly have that in CNY, don’t we? Mud and snow ratings (M&S) 

are not a factor as most of us store over winter but it’s really important to consider a tire that has good wet 

pavement handling unless you never take your Miata out in the rain or expect to be caught in it (good luck). Tire 

reviews and good salespeople can assist. 
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Ride quality - A low-profile tire such as a 50- or 40-series looks great but offers a harsher ride over bumps or 

rough pavement compared to a 55- or 60-series.  They have stiffer sidewalls which improve handling and 

cornering but increase ride harshness. Lower profile tires may expose your wheels to damage more easily but 

they sure look cool!  

 

Noise – Some tire treads are much noisier (and annoying) than others even between brands and tread designs.  

For highway driving and “Miata cruising”, a good salesperson or an Internet tire review such as 

www.tirerack.com will tell you which tires are quieter among any you’re considering. Note: If you are 

experiencing obvious tire vibrations while driving (I call it AJSWS: “Annoying Jiggling Steering Wheel 

Syndrome”) have them checked and rotated and/or your alignment checked.  This is definitely not a good thing 

and can cause premature tire wear. 

 

Breaking In New Tires – Tires are made of many layers of rubber, steel and fabric.  It’s universally 

recommended that new tires require a small break-in period to allow these components to begin working 

together for maximum tire performance. Additionally, a lubricant is applied to the tires during manufacture to 

help release them from the tire mold. Some of the lubricant stays on the tires and may reduce traction until it’s 

worn away. Be patient.  Five hundred miles of easy acceleration, cornering and braking to wear off the external 

lubricant is a good idea.    

 

Part II – “Care and Feeding of Your Tires” to be continued spring 2014.  See you then.   

 
DISCLAIMER 

Please note these tips are not reviewed or approved by the Mazda Motor Corporation or any other corporation or entity 

other than the originator.  The Midstate Miata Club of CNY does not accept any liability for damage or injury as a result 

of utilizing these tips and pointers. Please use common sense and always remember safety first! 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Holiday Party                                                       Karen McKissock  

 

The annual Holiday Party announcement is shown below.  Be sure and get your reservations in on time!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below the Holiday Party announcement is a copy of an ancient newsletter from the archives courtesy of 

Joe Lamphere 

http://www.tirerack.com/
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MIDSTATE MIATA CLUB HOLIDAY PARTY 

 

 
 

Ho! Ho! Ho!   It’s Holiday Party planning time again… 

Are you ready to think snow?!  (Heck NO!!!) 

 

Well, the 2013 Holiday Party is taking a little detour from our traditional style party and changing it up a bit.   

 

Sign up now for 

 

Sunday, December 8th at 11:00AM. 

 

We will be having a beautiful Holiday Breakfast Buffet at the Lincklaen House in Cazenovia. The 

party committee knows you’ll like the cost and central location and hopes that you’ll join us for 

good food and fun with friends.  The cost will be $18.00 per person including tax/gratuity (with a 

cash bar).  The dress code will be Holiday attire so we can continue the festive spirit we’ve always 

observed.  (We’re also expecting to see more of our members this year!) This year’s format should prevent 

anyone from having to stay overnight.  However, if you wish to, there are rooms at the Inn on Sunday evening 

for $75+tax.  There are 6 rooms being held so please mention the MMC when you book.   

 

We will also be making a donation to the Central NY Marines Toys for Tots so if you’d like to 

participate, please bring an unwrapped toy/gift for a child up to 12.   Donors should consider what 

might be an appropriate gift for their own child/relative, purchase the item and bring it to the party.  

Thank you. 

 

Please mail your reservation request and check to Maureen (Moe) Young by the Nov. 7th deadline. Please tear 

off and send your registration below and check made out to the Midstate Miata Club of NY. Moe will send an 

email back when she receives it. 

 

Maureen Young   8 Island Lane, Canandaigua, NY 14424 

 

Reservation for 2013 Midstate Miata Club Holiday Party 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Number attending_________     Date sent______      

 

email_______________________________________Amount enclosed_____________        

        

                                                  

                                                 Date Received____________________   
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