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President’s Message

 
Well, we’re beginning to wrap things up for 

the season as October arrives.  September held 

several fun events that were on our planning 

calendar and also included a couple ‘pop up’ 

events.  

 

 I love that folks are keeping an eye out for new things to do all 

season long and pulling them together spontaneously.  It’s great 

to start a calendar of events at the planning meeting but taking 

advantage of new opportunities as they come along really enhances the activity level and fun we all have during 

the season.  There’s never going to be too many activities to add…that gives folks more rides to choose from.   

Keep up the great work! 

 

Leaves are changing and falling a little here but I know the eastern part of our area is a bit farther ahead and 

getting very colorful.  The fall leaf watching events in October will be perfect!!!  Just be careful of the wet 

leaves on the road surfaces as you zoom along. 

 

Later in the newsletter you will find the details for this year’s annual Holiday Party.  Please look it over and sign 

up sooner rather than later.  We changed the location but the food service is still from the Springside Inn who 

does a super job of presenting a great selection of delicious food in a really nice venue.  The article and 

registration form also tell you about a couple fun things about the party in case you are new to the club. 

 

Speaking of new members, we are now at 161 cars!  A club record!  You have all done an incredible job of 

helping introduce people to our club so they can share in the fun we’ve been having for years.  Let’s hope we 

can keep up the pace and build a 2016 calendar that will entice more members to participate in more events.  

 

So I hope you will each think about 1 of the leaf tours in October and if I don’t see you then, I will see you at the 

Holiday Party.  Let’s make it the biggest one yet. 

 

 

Happy zooming, 

Karen 
 

 

 

                                                                           

Midstate Miata Club of New York  
“Miata Meanderings” 

 

Official Newsletter for October 2015 
Visit the Midstate Miata Club on the Internet at: 

www.midstatemiata.net 
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Welcome New Members                                                Deane Bergstrom  
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

Robert & Charlotte Garofalo   Syracuse  2001 Reid  Denise Wargo 

 

Bob & Patty Crist    Oswego  2006 Red  Karen Abbott 

 

John Gosart & Debbie Patten   Johnson City  2097 Red  Joe Lamphere 

 

Lew Jones & Janet Irwin   Rochester  2002 Silver  Marcy Edmiston 

 

 

Ice Cream Schedule 

 
Syracuse Area  

 

October 8- at 6:30 today Carvel Ice Cream, 4322 E Genesee St, Dewitt (inside 

seating-park in Tops Grocery lot) 

 

Rochester:  October 10  - 1:00pm     Starting point Log Cabin 

Restaurant route 31F Macedon 

Destinations Peppermints & Colby’s (Questions: Chuck 

Rischenole) 

 

Ithaca Area Ah, Ithaca – “centrally isolated”: 50 miles from Binghamton and 

Syracuse and 90 miles from Rochester.  We are beginning a local monthly ice cream 

night and will meet at the locations below for ice cream and/or food at 7:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of 

every month. No reservations required; just show up. Rain-or-shine. Indoor seating at both locations. 

(Questions: Gail Wagner) 

 

October 7 - the Ithaca area last ice cream night is changed to PURITY ICE CREAM IN ITHACA at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Binghamton Area: We will continue meeting for ice cream on the first Monday of the 

month at Pop's Sugarshack on Conklin Ave, Binghamton, 6:30 PM as we have in past years.  

In addition to our regular schedule we will also meet as below. (Questions: Joe Lamphere) 

  
October 10    Tastie Cream             2021 Vestal Parkway W, Vestal, NY – Inside 
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October Events 

 

Sunday, Oct 4, Fall Colors Drive along Catskill Reservoirs                 Lou & Carol Trelease 

 

We’ll meet at the Big M parking lot in Windsor, NY at 9:30 AM.   

 

We’ll be driving twisty, scenic Miata roads to the charming village of Andes, NY 

for lunch at the Andes Hotel.  On the way to Andes, we’ll drive along the 

Cannonsville reservoir and over the covered bridge in Hamden, NY.   

 

There will be impressive views of the western 

Catskills decked out in fall foliage.  Leaving Andes, we’ll be driving more twisty 

roads, along the Pepacton reservoir, and stop at the covered bridge in Downsville.  

In the past we’ve spotted eagles there.  We’ll return via Route 206 to Whitney 

Point where the drive will finish at the overlook of the reservoir there (close to 

Interstate 81).  This is a rain or shine event.   

 

Anyone coming from outside the Southern Tier area may wish to come early and stay 

Saturday night in order to be in Windsor by 9:30 Sunday.  In the past, people have 

stayed at the Colonial Brick Inn, Hallstead PA, (21 miles from Windsor) and have 

found it reasonably priced, clean and comfortable. 

 

AREA REPS:  We need a headcount by Wednesday, Sept 30 so we can give it to the Hotel. 

Lou & Carol Trelease Email:  Buckshotfarm@aol.com 

 

 

.  

 

Saturday, October 17, Fall Foliage Run                          Dennis Bromley/Sue Beck  

 

The run will start at the Green Lakes State Park parking lot on route 290 in Fayetteville.  We'll meet at 10 and 

leave at 10:30. 

 

From the park we will take route 

290 to route 5 to Chittenango, 

then on to route 13 south and go 

by Chittenango Falls.....a nice 

CURVY ROAD that ends in 

Cazenovia.   On to Pratts Falls where there are nice bathroom facilities, great views of the 

falls and some wonderful photo ops. 

This will be a 40 minute stop. 

 

mailto:Buckshotfarm@aol.com
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A ride on route 20 and 80 will bring us to Tully, where Lake Road will run us around a small cluster of lakes in 

the Tully area. Lake Road is on the way to Bob's BBQ in Homer, so that will be our lunch stop.  Their menu is 

on the Internet.....order on your own when you get there. We'll stay 60-90 minutes depending on the crowd size.   

Portapotty facilities are available at Bob's. 

  

After lunch it'll be a meandering run through hill and vale 

and a stop at Skanellus Ice Cream for dessert.  Bathroom 

facilities are available here.  From there, we'll travel five 

miles east to Cedarvale Road.....home of the Camillus 

"thirteen curves"......enjoy them!  Cedarvale Road blends into route 80 north.  

   

The ride will end at Webster Pond on route 80....it is a 

waterfowl preserve.  Then you're on your own to feed the 

birds or go home or search out other adventures. 

 

The total run is about 95 miles and about six hours long.  

This is a rain or shine run. 

 

Any questions, email me at bromley8034@aol.com.  

ENJOY THE RIDE!! 

 

AREA REPS:  I will need a headcount by 10/10 please. 

 

Midstate Miata Club Holiday Party                                                              John Piston 
 

Sunday, December 6th so please save the date now!!! 
 

Midstate Miata Club Holiday Party 

Springside Inn’s The Point at Sand Beach  
 

We will be having a beautiful Holiday Brunch at the Springside Inn’s 

facility called The Point at Sand Beach in Auburn, NY  ( 

www.springsideinn.com ) The cost is $15.00 per person and includes 

brunch,  cash bar, and desserts (taxes & gratuity included)   

 

We will once again be making donations to the Central NY Marines Toys 

for Tots.  If you would like to participate please bring an unwrapped toy / 

gift for a child up to 12 years of age.  

 

If you would like to get your reservations in early a reservation form is included in this newsletter. 

 

Note: All reservations need to be submitted no later than November 13. 
 

PLEASE mail your reservation request and check to:   

John Piston, 6106 Manlius Town Line Rd., E. Syracuse, NY  13057 

 

efrog22@gmail.com           315-415-5770 

 

mailto:bromley8034@aol.com
http://www.springsideinn.com/


Page 5 55 

 

September Event Reports 
 

Grand Prix Festival of Watkins Glen                                                           John Pfleiderer 
 

The Tour de Marque for 2015 featured Mazda for the 

first time and I just had to take the drive and be part of 

this special event!  The day started out a bit foggy as I 

drove from Ithaca but as I reached my destination the 

Sun came out and the day was warming up. 

 

The 60mi drive for the Mazda Tour de Marque began at 

Chateau Lafayette Reneau and by the time registration 

was closed both parking lots were well populated with 

Mazdas.  Not only Miatas but some RX 7 and RX 8 

models were spotted among the cars lining up for the 

day’s adventures.   

 

After the driver’s meeting, 

Police managed traffic as the caravans left the parking areas and we were off on the 

60mi Rally style of driving.  The caravan naturally broke up into manageable 

groups and each driver was provided detailed instructions on how to run the course.  

The run was beautiful and wound through the hills surrounding Seneca Lake and 

then traveling further south into some country with gorges and curvy roads that a 

Miata naturally embraces with full vigor.  The sun was warm and it was “top down 

time” but in the hills was the first signs of autumn with the Sugar Maples just 

starting to turn their leaves a signature red. 

 

The course ended at the WGI media center, but not before there was an opportunity to drive a first gear 

autocross course for the drivers that were game.  I had not done autocross before, so I took the opportunity to do 

the course twice and afterwards I think that this could be a lot of fun with more practice.  At the very least, you 

really get the chance to test your steering system and run through some cones!  

 

Lunch was served at the WGI Media Center and the 

Mazdas were uniformly parked with precision by the 

volunteer staff who did a great job of keeping everyone 

on time and well informed of the events to come.   

 

After munching down a nice buffet lunch there were 

some awards presented by the Hosting Club – Stone 

Bridge Drivers.  Pieces of WGI track were packaged up 

and awarded to the ones that came the farthest. (Nothing 

like a little ballast for your Miata)  Folks came from as 

far as Ontario (Trillium Miata Club), Rode Island and 

Virginia.    

 

Walking back to the cars, I finally got a sense that MMC 

was well represented running into at least 6 members 
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and one that volunteer to staff the event. Probably more members were there – but among the 117 cars that came 

to the event, let’s just say it was hard to pick them out.   

 

Next up was two runs on the “Old Stone Bridge Course” and following that was the vintage car show on Main 

St and the Mazda showcase was to be at Lafayette Park. 

 

The drive on the Old Course was great it was well organized with key intersections monitored by 

the Police and Volunteers to restrict stray cars and slow oncoming traffic.  It ended with sort of a 

“parade” going through downtown and then driving off to the park for the car show.  It was a day 

full of “car crazy” fun that was safe and well organized.  Hat’s off to the Stone Bridge Drivers 

Events Committee for doing a great event!  

   

Apple Fritter Crawl                                                                             Lee Maddy 
 

It was a crisp fall day, just the perfect kind of weather you’d want for a 

trip to the Apple Orchards.  We met at the Lafayette McDonald’s to 

begin our run. Advertised as the shortest of all our Miata caravans (not 

counting parades of course), the six mile run is more about the apples 

and less about the drive.  We stopped at four orchards (Deer Run, 

O’Neil’s, Navarino and Beak & 

Skiff) to enjoy the sights, and to 

taste test the apple fritters.  Last 

year the voting was inconclusive 

with an equal amount of votes 

across the board, however this 

year more ballots were turned in 

and the clear winner turned out to 

be the fritters at Navarino 

Orchards.  I’m not sure if it was the popularity shown by the long line, 

the extra crispiness, the lesser price or something else that turned the 

tide, but thank you to all 13 cars that turned out, and to those that cast 

a vote. 

 

It was a gorgeous day, and everyone seemed to have fun, especially 

those partaking in the alcoholic cider, as well as wine, vodka and gin 

in the Beak & Skiff tasting room.  If you missed it, then you truly missed out on a great afternoon.  

 

Bill Hodge Memorial Road Rally  Andy & Denise Wargo 
 

It was a bright and beautiful sunny fall day and 15 cars left the starting line for places 

unknown … 14 made it back and one understandably to celebrate a birthday. 

 

Rallys are a navigation and observation test 

along with how well you get along with your 

navigator.  Tony and Melanie captured that 

with their rally shirts – his read “read faster” 

and hers “drive slower”. Chuck Rischenole 

always makes an effort flying solo. 
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We had to rewrite the rally the week before due to losing out original venue … thus frayed nerves … our ride 

traveled the country roads taking in several older cemeteries and apple and dairy farms along the way.  

 

Our sincerest thanks to Brenda’s Diner in Port Byron. Farms, Funerals, and frayed nerves.AC … and done. 

Points were tallied and we congratulated Gary Schoonmaker and his granddaughter Riley upon winning the 

trophy. 

 

Rock ‘N Roll at Americana Winery                                                                  Gail Wagner 
 

On a blazing hot Sunday, September 6th, five Miatas from the Ithaca-Area 

Group headed out for a “pop-up event” at Americana Winery in Interlaken. 

After meeting at Ithaca Wegman’s parking lot, we drove the scenic lakeside 

Route 89 north to the winery. 

 

One of our Miata Club members, Steve Unberg, plays in a rock ‘n roll 

oldies “cover band” called “The Tarps” (cover band – got it?).  Several of 

us had heard this band before and they are absolutely wonderful to listen to, 

sing-a-long and dance or just tap your feet. Steve is an amazing keyboard 

player and he sings a few songs as well. 

 

We set up folding chairs in the available shade outside listening to the 

band and enjoyed Americana wine, cold microbrew, snacks and lots of 

good conversation and fun from 4-6pm. Several of us even got up to 

swing dance! 

 

After pushing and popping the clutch to start one Miata with a dead 

battery (whose owner shall remain nameless out of kindness because they 

inadvertently left their running lights on all day), we got it started and 

they were on their way.    (Been there, done that - Ed) 

 

Heading towards the Glenwood Pines Restaurant for dinner, we 

encountered an unusual but typical rural road hazard, a small heifer and two donkeys standing in the middle of 

the road.  Ever been eye-level with a cow while driving a small sports car?  Luckily, for us and for them, they 

finally moved aside after a few beep-beeps and we zoomed-zoomed on our way unscathed. 

 

TECHNICAL TIPS – “WENCH WITH A WRENCH” 

Gail Wagner 
 

WINTER STORAGE TIPS 

Hi, Miata Folks, 

 

This is a re-run of a previous column I wrote a few years 

ago.  Since we have a quite a few new members, I 

thought it might be apropos to print this column again for 

the Club newbies and as a refresher to us “oldies” as we 

tuck our Miatas away for storage.  
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Yes, sadly, it’s almost time to prepare our Miata’s for their long winter’s nap. Below are some tried-and-true 

pointers I have found invaluable to keep our Miata’s in good condition over the long, cold NY winter and ready 

for spring reawakening. Warning: Most of you know I am obsessive-compulsive about maintenance.  

 

 Change the oil and filter to remove acids and other waste products that can corrode your motor during 

storage. I recommend using the OEM Mazda genuine filter with anti-drain back value in it. Our Mazda dealer 

sponsors give parts discounts. Use a good quality, brand-name motor oil too. I now use Mobil One synthetic.  

It’s your choice to use synthetic oil or real petroleum-based oil but do not mix both together. You can always 

DIY or buy your own oil and Mazda filter and take it to a trusted mechanic to change for you so you know what 

ya’ got in there. 

 

 Wash, wax and thoroughly clean the interior of your car. This includes washing underneath especially the 

wheel wells to remove dirt. Vacuum thoroughly to remove food crumbs that entice small creatures to picnic on 

leftover human food or the like in your vehicle. Critters can be unbelievably destructive not to mention their 

indiscriminate excretory habits. Consider taking your removable carpets indoors to prevent becoming musty. 

Place a couple of really stinky scented dryer sheets inside the car to discourage critters. DO NOT use mothballs. 

It takes all summer to remove the nasty naphthalene fumes which are toxic stuff to inhale, i.e., not healthy to 

breathe.  

 

 Check all fluid levels before storage especially the coolant/antifreeze level. Buy a little hydrometer at an auto 

parts store and check the freeze point or have it checked and coolant flushed/replaced if necessary before winter. 

This ain’t California, ya’ know. Old coolant can corrode the engine, cooling system and heater core.  

 

 Fill the gas tank completely to prevent condensation that may contaminate your gasoline and corrode the 

fuel system. I personally recommend non-ethanol gas (which attracts water). IMPORTANT: add a gasoline 

stabilizer additive such as “Sta-bil” and run the engine to mix it in to prevent the gasoline from becoming 

“gummy” that may clog injectors from sitting over time.  

 

 Check your tire pressure. Some suggest a slight tire over-inflation may prevent flat spots on your tires if 

you are not putting the vehicle up on jack stands. More on jack stands later.  

 

 Consider placing a sheet of heavy plastic polyethylene sheeting under the entire vehicle to prevent vapor 

buildup plus it’s easy to spot any fluid leaks in the spring (I hope not!).  

 

 Remove the battery to a warm, dry place (and charge once a month, if possible) or leave it in the vehicle and 

consider plugging in a trickle battery charger if you have access to an electrical outlet. It’s a popular myth that 

the battery will discharge if stored on a concrete floor. It won’t, but if you’re a non-believer (like my husband) 

set it on a piece of wood.  

 

 Wrap the wipers in plastic wrap to prevent the rubber from sticking to the windshield or remove 

completely and store indoors. I told you I was O-C.  

 

 Jack Stands: If considering putting your vehicle up on jack stands to prevent flat spots on your tires, don’t 

put the jack stands under the frame as it will stress the rubber bushings in the suspension if the suspension 

“droops”. Try to keep the weight as it is now… that is, put the jack stands under the outer ball joints to 

approximate it sitting on the ground.  

 

 Release the parking break. IMPORTANT: If left on, the brake pads may stick to the rotors and we can’t 

have that, can we?  
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 Exhaust & air intake: Remove the air filter, wrap it in aluminum foil and replace and cover the end of the 

exhaust pipe with aluminum foil or a tennis ball if you can jam it in slightly to prevent warm, fuzzy critters from 

nesting in both areas and causing havoc. Again, do not use toxic moth balls.  

 

 IMPORTANT: leave yourself a little note taped to the steering wheel to remind yourself to move the 

aluminum foil from the intake air filter and stuff from the exhaust pipe or the car won’t start and you’ll be 

wondering why and note any maintenance issues you might want to address in the spring so you don’t forget.  

 

 Car Cover: Consider a good, ventilated, breathable car cover if you don’t have one to allow water vapor to 

leave the vehicle and keep dust and dirt off the finish. I personally like Covercraft products. They come in all 

prices. 

 

 Lock the doors, give ‘er a little pat on the fender and say, “See you in April”.  

Best Regards and zoom-zoom safely, 

Zoom-Zoom and Drive Safely, 

 

                                             Gail 

 

 
DISCLAIMER 

Please note these tips and opinions are not reviewed or approved by the Mazda Motor Corporation or any other corporation 

or entity other than the originator. The Midstate Miata Club of NY does not accept any liability for damage or injury as a 

result of utilizing these tips and pointers. Please use common sense and always remember safety first. 

 

 

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club 

members so pay them a visit 

 

 

 

 

 

Midstate Miata Club Officers for 2015 
 

President: Karen McKissock                                                Vice President: Rosemary DeHoog 

                                 

  Communications Manager and Newsletter Editor: Deane Bergstrom  

 

     Activities Director: Jay Cartini 

       

Treasurer: Ronnie Sabella                                                               Membership & History: Bob Sabella 

Secretary: Miriam White 

 

Area Representatives 
 

 Name/Area     Phone Number  E-Mail 
 

 Karen Abbott/Syracuse  315-299-6880   KLDAbbott@hotmail.com 

 Denise Wargo/Syracuse  315-253-6757    wargoweed@aol.com   

 Marcy Edmiston/Rochester  585-352-5995       medmiston@mazdaofwestridge.com 

 Joe Lamphere/Binghamton  607-754-3159   Jlamphere@stny.rr.com 

 Gail Wagner/Ithaca   607-257-7445                                   gwtr3red@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:Jlamphere@stny.rr.com
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Midstate Miata Club Holiday Party 

Springside Inn’s The Point at Sand Beach  

Sunday, December 6, 2015 
 

We will be having a beautiful Holiday Brunch at the Springside Inn’s “The Point at Sand Beach" facility located 

at 2924 Sand Beach Rd., Auburn, N.Y.  ( http://springsideinn.com/banquets-and-meetings/the-point-at-sand-

beach/ ).  The cost will be $15.00 per person (taxes & gratuity included) and includes brunch and desserts.  

There will also be a cash bar available. 

 

We will once again be making donations to the Central NY Marines Toys for Tots.  If you would like to 

participate please bring an unwrapped toy / gift for a child up to 12 years of age. 

 

We will also continue our newest tradition…a White Elephant gift exchange which we started last year.  To 

participate, bring a wrapped gift valued under $5 (new, used, gag or anything else) to exchange.  It was a lot of 

fun last year and generated a lot of conversation and fun.   

 

PLEASE mail your reservation request and check to:   

John Piston, 6106 Manlius Town Line Rd., E. Syracuse, NY  13057 

 

Questions?    Email:  efrog22@gmail.com    Phone:  315-415-5770 

 

ALL RESERVATIONS AND PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 13, 2015 

 

All checks need to be made out to Midstate Miata Club 

  

There are several rooms available upon request if you would like to spend Saturday or Sunday night 

Call the Springside or visit their website for room reservations 

 

Please send form below when registering: 

 

 

Reservation for the 2015 Midstate Miata Club Holiday Party 

 

  Date:  Sunday, December 6, 2015 

  Location:  The Point at Sand Beach, 2924 Sand Beach Rd., Auburn, NY 

  Time:  11:30 registration; 12:00 cocktails and holiday cheer; 12:30 brunch 

 

Name (s) 

 

 

Number attending ___________________                                      Date sent   _________________________ 

 

Amount enclosed ____________________                                     Date received_______________________   

 

http://springsideinn.com/banquets-and-meetings/the-point-at-sand-beach/
http://springsideinn.com/banquets-and-meetings/the-point-at-sand-beach/
mailto:efrog22@gmail.com

