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President’s Message
 

Wow!!! What a summer!  I sure hope you are all getting out there 

and zooming around with your cars.  We sure couldn’t ask for 

better driving weather even though the farmers would have liked a 

bit more rain.  Personally, it’s been one of my favorite years yet! 

 

This month I’m going to share an article that Del Austin shared 

with me about a trip he and other Miata members took that I think 

will be of interest to you.  I’m sharing for 2 reasons: 1) because it 

sounds like it was a great trip and that some of you might like to 

take it on your own (or repeat next year) and 2) because I’d like 

others to begin to think about sharing their articles about their travels that may not have been Miata club rides, 

but that are memorable and interesting to our club members.  So thanks to Del and Virginia for sharing and here 

goes: 

 

To Take the High Road or the Low Road to Connecticut The question was which route to take to find Nutmeg, 

and Gillette Castle! The eight members (four Miata’s) were unsure of which route we would take to The 

Cruisin’ CT 2016 Miata Rally put on by the Nutmeg Miata Club of Connecticut. The 25 Anniversary rally 

would be held July 14-17 2016. Harry and Mary Frisbie, along with Karen and Bob Mikulski, Skip and Mary 

Ann Jorgenson, and Del and Virginia Austin had been planning their trip to Connecticut for over nine months. 

But which route would we take? Well it just so happened that two Miata’s would travel the highway on 

Wednesday, and the Austin’s and Jorgenson’s would travel the back roads on Thursday. Both destinations 

would be the same for both groups, the Sheraton Inn at Rock Hill CT., our home for four days and a great rally 

site. 

 

The Austin’s and Jorgenson’s took New York 17 East to NY RT 30 around the Downsville Dam. , 28, to 209N? 

E toward Rhinebeck, to 199E (with a detour) to RT 44 CT to 91 S and our destination, Rock Hill CT. Why this 

route, you ask, well so much of New York State’s early history is what laid out these roads. Names like 

Margaretville, Woodstock, Kingston, are a time travel back into a time that once was. Why we travel back roads 

in this great car, is about the car yes, and the way it handles, and our escape from this time, but also who we 

travel that road with. A club like the Mid-State, or the Nutmeg Club, or the Underground in Ottawa, Canada or 

the Nashville Miata Club of Tenn., put on the rallies given us a reason to see places like Lime Rock Race Track, 

and Boston, for the Fall For New England Rally, or 175 Miata at the Ottawa Canada rally, or Miata’s Play 

Music City in Nashville, Tenn. You meet hundreds of other Miata owners, and start friendship’s that last a long 

time. 

 

The Cruisin’ CT 2016 rally took us to a wonderful hotel, with outstanding rooms, and service, the food was 

great. The tour Connecticut East 1, or East 2’ West I, West 2  took us to roads that ran near the Connecticut 

River, Lime Rock Race Track were you could drive the track, or Auto-Cross if you liked,  and to Gillette Castle, 

Midstate Miata Club of New York  
“Miata Meanderings” 

 

Official Newsletter for September 2016 
Visit the Midstate Miata Club on the Internet at: 

www.midstatemiata.net 



Page 2 22 

where we saw the castle built on a hill overlooking the CT River. The hill is one of the Seven Sisters, and was 

built by William Hooker Gillette, noted actor, director, and playwright. It is a One-hundred and eighty-four 

estate. The focal point of his effort was a twenty four room mansion reminiscent of a medieval castle.  And is 

modeled after the home of the famous detective Sherlock Homes.  

 

It took 25 men five years to complete, building it out of steel framework, and local fieldstone. The view of the 

Connecticut River is outstanding!  On the tours, some of our meals were prepared by local Scout Troops, like 

the PT 109 troop from Colchester, CT, and a great sit down diner by the Burlington Men Club. What a meal, 

and over 110 Miata’s in the parking lot to look over. 

 

The point of all this is we here in the Northeast, sit through a five month winter, and dream of getting out and 

driving this GREAT CAR! Well, there are outstanding Miata rallys all over this country, whether you take the 

Inter-state, or some historical back roads, stop dreaming, and get out there and enjoy life. 

As a friend of mine JC says, “Real cars have two seats! Everything else is a bus”! 

Del Austin 

 

So here’s the challenge…take a trip, a ride or an adventure and send me a note for us to share with your friendly 

Midstate Miata Club.  Thanks again, Del. 

 

I’d also like to share some news about a chance to win a new Miata.  There are 2 PDF files that are safe to open 

at the end of my note for you to get details to participate.  I couldn’t copy the information into the newsletter so 

you didn’t have to open them…so sorry.  Worth considering for sure. 

 

Enjoy the rest of the summer and I hope to see you all soon. 

 

                                                                  Karen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members                                                      Deane Bergstrom  
 

        Member        Where From      Miata      Area Rep 

 

Ray & Patti Kelly  Fairport   2008 Blue  Marcy Edmiston 

 

Norm & Barb Harris  Penfield   2014 White  Marcy Edmiston 

 

Dan Comins   Rochester   2016 Red  Marcy Edmiston 
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September Events 
 

Sunday, September 11 - Oz Ride                                                          Karen & Norm Abbott 

 

Let’s follow the Yellow Brick Road.  This should be a fun day learning 

some little known facts right here in our own back yard.  We will be 

visiting the Oz Museum, where we will have a tour and learn about the 

life of L Frank Baum, in Chittenango, his birthplace.   From there we 

will then visit and have a tour of the Matilda Joslyn Gage House in 

Fayetteville, who is L Frank Baum’s mother-in-law.  Much of Baum’s 

time was spent in this house as he courted Gage’s daughter, Maud, who 

he later married 

I have specifically planned 

the trip to have our main 

drive between the Museum and the Gage House hoping it will be more 

convenient for our members that live further away.  Those members are 

welcome to meet us at the Museum at 10:00 for the 10:15 tour and continue 

the day with the group. 

 

 Meet at the Doubletree Hotel, Carrier Circle at 9:00 and leave at 9:30 

SHARP 

 Arrive at Oz Museum for a 10:15 tour.   $5.00 per person, 10% 

discount in Gift Shop 

 Leave Museum at 11:30  

 Arrive at Gage House for a 12:30 tour.   $6.00 p/p $5.00 Seniors  

 Leave Gage House at 1:45 

 Arrive at the Yellow Brick Road Casino for lunch at Dorothy’s Farmhouse at 2:00 

 The Casino has offered us a $5.00 Meal Credit and also a $10.00 Free Play per person. 

 

Feel free to stay at the casino after lunch and enjoy your free play.  Maybe one of us will be a big winner. 

 

I will need a head count for the tours, so please RSVP to your area reps by September 1. 

 

Sunday, September 17 - Palmyra Parade                                                  Chuck Rischenole  

Palmyra has been celebrating Canal Town Days for the past 49 years. 

Last year the club was invited to participate in their parade and we asked 

to come back again this year . 

 

We will meet at the Log Cabin Restaurant route 31F in Macedon at 

11:00am for directions and caravan rules before leaving at 11:30am 

for approximately a 1 hour drive to the Yellow Mills Diner for lunch.  

 

After lunch it will be a short drive to the staging area to line up for the parade. And of course a drive after the 

parade for an ice cream stop. If you will be joining us please notify your rea rep. After the 10th contact me 

directly at candgr@gmail.com or 585-223-7586 only if you will be going. 

 

http://gmail.com/
tel:585-223-7586
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Sunday, September 25 - Bill Hodge Road Rally                                   Gary Schoonmaker  

We will gather for this 

exciting event at 1:00 p.m. 

in the Camillus Walmart 

parking lot near the 

Rescue Mission. (5399 W 

Genesee St, Camillus, NY 

13031) 
 

There will be a driver’s 

meeting at 1:30 and the 

first car off at 2:00 p.m.  

We will finish at restaurant 

for a buffet dinner at a cost 

of $25.00 per person for the meal, expenses, and prizes.  

 

This will be a rain or shine event but will be beautiful and fun regardless of 

the weather. The cutoff date for this event is September 15th so be sure and 

let your area rep know if you plan to attend. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday, Oct 8, Drive to Honesdale, PA for the Harvest & Heritage Festival 

Lou & Carol Trelease 

 

We’ll meet at the Big M parking lot in 

Windsor, NY at 10:00 AM for a scenic drive 

to Honesdale, PA, (about 60 miles) enjoying 

fall colors and views of the Delaware River.  

Upon arriving in Honesdale, we’ll have lunch 

at the Hotel Wayne.   

 

This is the weekend of the Harvest & Heritage 

Festival with vendors of crafts, baked goods, 

honey, maple syrup and side-walk sales set up 

along the main street.   

 

We’ll take time to browse what the vendors 

have to offer, and then head back to Windsor 

via a different but still scenic route.  Barring 

severe weather, this is a rain or shine event3061If you have questions please contact us at.  Email:  

Buckshotfarm@aol.com, Phone:  (607) 655-3061. 

 

Area Reps:  Please give us a headcount by Wednesday, Oct 5. 

 

 

mailto:Buckshotfarm@aol.com
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August Event Reports 

                 

Sunday, August 14 - Oswego County Airport & Breakfast                     Steve Bollenbacher 
 

Well, Saturday brings severe 

thunderstorms, power outages and a flash 

flood warning until 8AM Sunday 

morning. Continuously checking weather 

radar until 3:30AM Sunday. We could get 

very wet. Or not. Let’s take a chance. 

Sunday at 9AM brings 7 intrepid Miatas, 

with one already at the airport.  

 

The skies are grey, but we set off on the 

drive. A brief sprinkle, and the rest of the 

day is fine. We have breakfast, look at 

various airplanes, be amused by kids on 

pedal planes, and watch a couple of 

aircraft depart.  

 

Some of us stayed to check out a couple 

of planes in hangars owned by members. 

It was decided save the run to Rudy's/Bev's for another day or evening. Thanks to all for the support, 

camaraderie and confidence! 

July Event Report 

 

Midstate Miata Club Picnic                   Karen & Norm Abbott, Gerry & Maryann Knight 
 

We met at the Tops parking lot with overcast skies, but optimistically headed out with 8 cars and our tops down.  

Our route took us past Jamesville Reservoir to Route 20, where we 

enjoyed top down driving until the raindrops forced us to pull over 

and put the tops up.  We 

proceeded thru 

Skaneateles where they 

were having their 

Antique Boat Show, and 

met with the Rochester 

group in Auburn.   

 

We put our tops back 

down and now with 15 

Miatas we made our 

way along Route 38 and 

Owasco Lake to 

Fillmore Glen State Park in Moravia.  More Miatas met us at the 

park along with a Mini Cooper bringing our total to 20 cars.  The 

remainder of the day was pleasant with Mother Nature 
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cooperating as we started the grills and got ready for an enjoyable picnic.   

 

The assortment of food was fantastic as everyone did a great job with food choices and we had many items to 

choose from.  The facility was very nice, as we rented the Fillmore Room, which is a completely enclosed room 

with tables and chairs, and two refrigerators.   

 

We also had use of a large covered area with picnic tables. After everyone enjoyed good food and good 

conversation, people began to leave and our final group stopped in Moravia at Scoops Ice Cream for a well-

deserved treat to end the day.   

 

I believe the consensus is to hold a club picnic there again next year with the hopes more members can join in 

since we have plenty of room there and it provides shelter for any weather conditions. 

 

Midstate Miata Club Name tags                                           Deane Bergstrom 
 

 So far I have sent new format name tags to all club officers, area reps, and selected 

members based on active participation in club activities.  

 

This does not preclude any member from obtaining a new name tag either as a 

replacement or simply as an updated version.  The name tag shown is the new format 

approved by the board at the spring planning meeting. It is 3.5 x 5 inches actual size. 

It comes with a replacement holder. 

 

 

Ice Cream Schedule 

 

Syracuse Area: 
Monthly: 2nd & 4th Thursdays @ 7:00pm 
 

September 8 - Plank Road Ice Cream, 449 So Main St, No Syracuse 

September 22 - Carvel Ice Cream, 4322 E Genesee St, Dewitt (inside seating-park in 

Tops Grocery lot) 

October 13 - at 6:30 today Hafner’s Garden Center, 7265 Buckley Rd, No Syracuse 

(inside seating) 

Rochester Area: 
Ice Cream nights will be the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month starting at 6 pm 
 

Mc Alister's Deli 3020 South Winton Rd Henrietta & Read's 3130 E. Henrietta Rd 

 

Binghamton Area: 
We will continue meeting for ice cream on the first Monday of the month at Pop's Sugarshack on Conklin Ave, 

Binghamton, 6:30 PM, beginning April 4, 2016, as we have in past years.  (Questions: Joe Lamphere) 
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In addition we will have ice cream at the following: 

 

September 21 - Treasure Ice Cream & Cafe, 3017 Watson Blvd, Endwell, NY - Inside 

Ithaca Area: 

Ithaca, proudly “centrally isolated”!  We are meeting 2016 monthly Ice Cream Night beginning in May 2016 on 

the first Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm. Please park behind the I.D. Booth Plumbing/Heating Supply 

Company parking lot on Cascadilla St. as we have in the past.  (Questions: Gail Wagner, Ithaca-area rep, 

gwtr3red@gmail.com). 

 

All ice cream meets will be held at 

Purity Ice Cream - 700 Cascadilla St. /Meadow St. (Route 13), Ithaca, NY. 

                                               September 7, October 5           

We now have three sponsors for the Midstate Miata Club.  They provide service and discounts to club members so 

pay them a visit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gwtr3red@gmail.com
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Midstate Miata Club Officers for 2016 
 
   President: Karen McKissock                                                            Vice President: Rosemary DeHoog             

Phone: 585-474-0626                                                                                                Phone: 315-446-3317 

   E-mail: kmckiss1948@gmail.com                                                                                        E-mail: rdehoog@twcny.rr.com 

 

Communications Manager and Newsletter Editor: 

Deane Bergstrom 

Phone: 315-336-8844 

E-mail: dbergst1@twcny.rr.com 

 

        Activities Director: Jay Cartini                  Webmaster Lee Maddy 

             Phone: 315-676-4776                   Phone: 315-637-0472 

   E-mail: JPCartini@aol.com                        E-mail: mrmiataman@yahoo.com 

 

       

      Treasurer: Ronnie Sabella                                                                         Membership & History: Bob Sabella 

           Phone: 315-463-9643                                              Phone: 315-463-9643 

        E-mail: ronnievs@twcny.rr.com                                                    E-mail: rsabella@twcny.rr.com 

 

Secretary: Miriam White 

Phone: 315-637-0472 

E-mail: white.miriam@yahoo.com 

 

Area Representatives 

 

 Name/Area    Phone Number     E-Mail 

 

 Karen Abbott/Syracuse   315-299-6880    KLDAbbott@hotmail.com 

 John Piston/Syracuse   315-415-5770                    efrog22@gmail.com  

 Marcy Edmiston/Rochester  585-352-5995                        medmiston@mazdaofwestridge.com 

 Joe Lamphere/Binghamton  607-754-3159                 Jlamphere@stny.rr.com 

 Gail Wagner/Ithaca   607-257-7445                                               gwtr3red@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:kmckiss1948@gmail.com
mailto:JPCartini@aol.com
mailto:Jlamphere@stny.rr.com
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Midstate Miata Club  

Schedule of Events 

For the 2016 Driving Season 
 

                        Event                                                                                         Leader  

Sunday, September 11 - Oz Ride (Mathilda Gage House, Oz Museum & lunch)                                The Abbotts 

Sunday, September 17 - Palmyra Parade                                                                                   Chuck Rischenole  

Sunday, September 25 - Bill Hodge Road Rally                                                                       Gary Schoonmaker  

Saturday, October 8 - Honesdale, PA Harvest & Heritage Festival                                      Lou & Carol Trelease 

Sunday, October 16 - Cornell Ornithology Lab & Trail Walk                             Gail Wagner & Local Reps Drive 

TBD, Tech Day & New Member Appreciation                                                                            Marcy Edmiston 

Sunday, December 4 - Holiday Party                                                                                    John & Elaine Piston 

 

 

 

 


